% %/@ %QWZ//M

WEBPAGE NEWSLETTER

This Newsletter is in addition to those you have been receiving through your
letterboxes and is really a compilation of proposals put forward by the KTE residents at
the thirteenth KTE AGM held on 20 October 2007 and to introduce the many new
residents of the Kemp Town Estate to events and topics that have featured over the
last five years or so. It will also serve as an aide-memoire to the longer term residents.

The increase in the Garden Rate to £560 per house and £168 per outsider with effect
from 1 April 2008 had been approved by the AGM which will include the allocation of
£6,000 per annum to railings maintenance.

The confiscation of keys from troublemakers, if necessary by Anglo Security had been
approved by the AGM. Anglo Security Patrol Guard for emergencies: Tel 702500

The AGM also approved that The Board negotiate with the Council for the return of the
strip at the south end of the garden and the Board’s investigation of how money might
be raised to fund its restoration and in particular the extension of the railings to its
boundaries. The Board is report back to the next AGM .

The AGM also agreed that the site of the Barbeque will be moved in readiness for next
summer and there was a site meeting during November 2007 which identified the most
appropriate spot. However, Health & Safety issues have since been raised and your
Board is now seriously investigating the BBQ situation. The same will also apply to
fireworks. Therefore, we shall have to advise you more about this in the spring.

Our most excellent Treasurer, Andrew Russell, married Christmas 2007 and we wish
him and Kate a very happy future together. Andrew will be moving away from the
Estate which means that we need to find a suitable replacement. The accounts
department of our Agents, Jonathan Rolls, handle the day to day book-
keeping/payments etc and the end of year accounts are audited by Mazars. We are
seeking an enthusiastic and suitably experienced person to join our team. We hold our
meetings four to six times a year and the Treasurer would need to liaise with us and
also present a financial report at those meetings. Please telephone Joan on 625130 for
a chat if you have any suggestions or wish to put yourself forward.

Jeremy and his team are now embarking on the winter projects in the gardens which
include:

Hedges: The hedges in the north garden, followed by the south garden will be trimmed
down to 30 cms (12 inches) above the finials. This will give an improved vista from the
ground floor windows. Eastern Road and Marine Parade remain as they are.

Horseshoe Garden: The higher southern hedges here will be trimmed to create a ‘cloud
shaped hedge’ surrounded by some new planting. The good crop of ivy berries will be
kept for the birds.

Secret Garden: After dismantling the BBQ a new bed can be formed, encircling the
secret garden, with euonymus and other flowering shrubs together with bedding plants
to give a colourful and peaceful sitting and picnic area facing the setting sun.




South West Corner: Take out one of the small hedges to create a more spacious but still
sheltered sitting area.

A Christmas tree with solar powered lights and decorations, kindly sponsored by Kemp
Town Society, was erected by the sun dial in the south garden.
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REVIEW OF NEWSLETTERS AUTUMN 2002 TO WINTER 2007

Whilst Kemp Town Enclosures is in the process of updating its web page it seems an
appropriate time to look back on the Newsletters produced from the autumn of 2002 to
remind us of the topics have featured over the years. It appears they are about the
same now as before!

The AUTUMN 2002 issue pointed out that most people are probably familiar with the
fact that almost all residents of Arundel and Chichester Terraces, Sussex Square and
Lewes Crescent have keys to the garden because their building, via their freeholder,
pays the Garden Rate. The gardens ‘belong’ to Kemp Town Enclosures Limited, so it’s
our responsibility to look after the gardens and make them available to the residents
while setting out the necessary rules that govern access and what is and isn’t permitted
in the gardens.

Donna Taplin was the full time gardener at that time, assisted by Jeremy and Ben and
Anne Antram was in charge of the volunteer gardeners working on Tuesday mornings.

New rules were set up regarding dogs, in that they needed to be registered and kept on
leads.

Residents were asked to be understanding about the gardeners’ bonfires that are lit on
calmer days as they are so necessary for clearance.

The sale of the two unoccupied old cottages was discussed for the first time with a
seller’s pack being prepared.

SUMMER 2003 announced the filming of ‘Wimbledon’ starring Paul Bettany and
Kirsten Dunst at 28 Lewes Crescent with the attendant technicians threatening to
cause parking upheaval.

Donna, Jeremy and Ben were working on the rockery area, path widening and a
tremendous amount of planting with plans for the Polly Binder copse on the east side of
the south garden, together with the shrub garden close to Chichester Terrace. The
north garden was in line for a lovely herbaceous border.

Barbeques got their first mention with the use of the gardeners’ bonfire area being
made available for small family gatherings using instant barbeque packs.

The cottages’ developer had his first planning application turned down.
Mark Daniels recorded quite an extensive list of the bird species visiting the gardens.

The SPRING 2004 newsletter congratulated the garden team on its formidable job
throughout the winter and thanked residents for cash donated for furniture. To make
the gardens user-friendly herbs were to be planted and residents were encouraged to
use the Rosemarv. However. not to nick the Hollv or Cornus for flower arrangement!



and it was hoped it would never be repeated.

As part of providing for the growing number of children a plot was prepared in the
middle of the south garden for a play area.

Knowing how popular the Secret Garden was for evening cocktails the island bed in the
lawn was removed to accommodate more people. The SW corner was redesigned to
accommodate a seating area with a view out across the lawn.

SUMMER 2004 recalled the terrible south-westerly gale in that June which removed
half the colour from the beds and wind-scorched the trees. The lawns received the first
of their fertilizing treatment.

Keys and Indemnity was explained. When new residents get a key they are meant to
sign what was called an ‘indemnity’ which commits them to treating both the key and
the gardens appropriately and to persuade anyone they sell or rent to that they too
must abide by the regulations. After nine yeas these indemnity commitments had not
always been observed and there would be new wording related to getting a new key.
This was to be agreed at the 2004 AGM, along with the issue of changed keys.

A planning application was submitted to place a set of new double gate opposite 13 and
14 Lewes Crescent. Planning permission was still pending on the cottages.

It was noted that a few unregistered dogs have been allowed in to the gardens; that
some hot barbeque foil trays are damaging the grass and that guests drinking a lot are
relieving themselves on the bushes. PLEASE NO. Key holders do, by definition, live
close by.

AUTUMN/WINTER 2004 newsletter listed the dates in January 2005 for key
changeover with a clear explanation of the procedure.

Planning permission had been obtained for the cottages and various ideas were put
forward on how to spend the money which would be received from the sale. Change of
use to ‘residential’ was also awaited in respect of St Hilary House, 21-22 Sussex Square
which was being offered for sale by private treaty by St Mary’s Hall school.

Donna pointed out the bulbs to watch out for during the following spring!

SPRING 2005 focussed on Donna’s report on the arboretum at the top of the south
garden and Molly Anderson’s memories of 1930-2005.

Dog owners were again encouraged to take their dog with them for registration as Mrs
Sumner has never ending supply of chocolate drops!

SUMMER 2005 saw the successful sale if the cottages with contracts being exchanged
on 5 July with Geoff Moseley paying KTE £200,000 which meant that a fund could be
put together to take care of the railings, which in the medium and long term will either
have to be replaced, upgraded, or a bit of both; to be reported on in future newsletters.

The Big Tent had been purchased for use by the residents for parties of up to 50 guests.

Mark Daniel, who had been coming in virtually every day filling the bird baths and
feeders since 1991 had finally decided to retire so a ‘good English variety’ of tree would
be planted for him by way of a ‘thank you’.

AUTUMN/WINTER 2005 introduced the subject of the strip of grass along Marine
Parade and the plans for the Railings following a surveyor’s report.

One lonely rabbit had been spotted (a bit different now!) A request for a volunteer to
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task.

The next issue was SUMMER 2006 which described the terrible May of rain and low
temperatures followed by a summer hosepipe ban.

Work was going well on the cottages including the installation of lights in the tunnel.
The purpose behind selling the cottages was to have a fund, primarily to replace the
railings and work was about to start. The 2006 AGM would be consulted on putting
back a proper boundary on the old line of railings along the Marine Parade pavement.

An article on Garden Composting explained how to compost and where the four
compost heaps are situated within the gardens. Kitchen waste is good — peelings, coffee
grounds, dead flowers etc. Not cooked food, dairy produce, meat/fish scraps. Recycle
your cardboard and paper along with bottles, tins etc in the Monday B&HCC collection.

Donna Taplin wrote her reflective farewell article covering her period as Head
Gardener from 2001 before handing over to the new Head Gardener, Jeremy
Moulsdale, and Groundsman Ben Borrett.

SPRING 2007 once again highlighted the problems of vandalism causing damage to
plants and furniture with a request for donations for new chairs. The bad behaviour
also created the necessity of engaging an Anglo Security guard with dog. (Tel 702500).

Jeremy submitted his first gardener’s report describing the extension of the three
flower beds, pruning back of tree branches to let in more light and cutting back the
hedges to allow the painter and Iron Design to start work on the railings.

Evie and Paul Cullip living in the ‘Gardener’s Cottage, wrote a short article
appreciating a very special home in such a unique position.

SUMMER 2007 contained David Lloyd-Jacob’s reflections of being a KTE chairman
from 2002-2007 and Denis Cave (also a director) wrote about living on Arundel Terrace
for 25 years.

The AUTUMN 2007 Newsletter invited residents to the thirteenth AGM of Kemp
Town Enclosures; with a new Chairman and at that AGM there was lively, but friendly,
discussion on all the same aggravating problems of vandalism, barbeques, burnt grass
and uncontrolled parties. This along with the need to preserve our historic railings
encouraged the residents to put forward various proposals that your Board of Directors
will act upon. The residents at that AGM also congratulated the gardeners and special
mention was made of the plant stock consolidation and the added colour to the beds,
also the hedges and grass were benefiting from regular cutting. It was generally felt
that the condition of the gardens was excellent and under good stewardship.

The Newsletter also included A Short History of the Railings recording their ‘ups and
downs’ from 1823 when Thomas Read Kemp first provided them (at his own expense)
through the wars to the present time. This is repeated below and a copy of Antony
Dale’s booklet is available for £2.50 from Jonathan Rolls’ office at 244 Eastern Road.

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE RAILINGS

Antony Dale in his booklet “The History of the Kemp Town Gardens, Brighton’ states
that Thomas Read Kemp, the original proprietor of the estate, had enclosed the
gardens with iron railings at his own expense as early as 1823. He commissioned the
local botanist and landscape gardener, Henry Phillips, to lay out the gardens, which at
first consisted of three sections. The road separating the semi-circular garden of Lewes
Crescent from the centre garden of Sussex Square was removed after the first



Whilst the war of 1914-18 brought no physical alteration to the Gardens, the war of
1939-45 had a very destructive effect. The Gardens were formally requisitioned in 1943
by the War Department, however, in 1942, an attack by an even more dangerous
adversary than the Military, in the form of the newly-constituted Ministry of Supply,
proceeded to remove the original 1823 iron railings for salvage. At that time the
railings did not qualify as being of special historic or artistic interest because they were
not of an earlier date than 1800! The iron was never used and remained piled up at
Shoreham until long after the war ended.

The removal of the railings might well have meant the end for all time of the private
use of the Gardens since practically no alternative fencing could then be obtained for
private purposes. Palings with wire were granted to agricultural land only.
Fortunately, however, thin wire netting had been attached to the railings to keep out
cats and dogs as far back as 1922 and this was carefully detached by the two gardeners
prior to the removal of the railings and then fixed to solid upright posts with two lines
of barbed wire above. This alone preserved the privacy of the Gardens until better
materials were obtainable. There was, of course, a hedge but this could not keep people
out.

There then followed the lengthy business of obtaining compensation. Chain-link
fencing was erected along Chichester Terrace in 1948, the temporary palings round the
centre garden gradually replaced from 1949. There was just one piece of the original
iron railing remaining Arundel terrace since the Admiralty had made it an integral
part of their defences!

In 1951 Brighton Corporation compulsorily acquired, for the sum of £750, the lower
esplanades for a public pleasure ground and the land in front of Chichester and
Arundel Terraces, together with the strip of land along the southern boundary of the
South Garden which was supposed to be for road widening purposes. The Corporation
maintained the lawns opposite Arundel and Chichester Terrace together with the strip
of land along the southern edge of the South Garden, where they had erected a chain-
link fence as part of the deed of purchase.

1973 was a decisive year. The Government had passed legislation enabling grants to be
made for the restoration of areas of ‘outstanding architectural or historic interest’. The
Kemp Town estate had been so listed and that classification included the Gardens. The
then Department of the Environment agreed that a grant could be made to replace the
railings surrounding the gardens removed in 1942. The maximum grant of 50% of an
estimated £30,000 was obtained; the eleven hundred yards of railings were to cost
£24,000 and the associated landscaping £6,000. Thus £15,000 had to be found by the
Garden Committee and an appeal was launched. The sum was only just raised (with a
final and saving donation from one generous resident). Work was put in hand, wire
fencing disappeared and the borders reshaped. The work was contracted to the
Brighton Parks and Gardens Department and by 1975 the restoration was complete,
but not in front of the Terraces which were then the responsibility of the Council.
Unfortunately, however, there was insufficient money to provide cast iron railings and
the ungalvanised steel which was then used has left us with a problem of rust and
decay.

Back in the 1980s the Arundel Terrace lawns and Chichester Terrace were completely
open to the public and Stage 1 of restoration started with the erection of the nine
pillars that were put in place at each end of the southern entrances to the Estate.
Stage 2 was the building of the brick and flint walls topped with Portland stone and he



total cost of Stages 1 and 2 was in the vicinity of £180,000. Residents donated toward
the cost of both of these with the main finance coming from English Heritage and the
local authority. The ownership of both the Terrace areas were returned from the
Council to Kemp Town Enclosures for the sum of £1 and this restoration has greatly
improved the Terraces and the whole estate. Stage 3 was to have been to erect a
similar wall and cast iron railing along the southern boundary to the South Garden,
but insufficient funds were available at the time.

In 2005 a representative of B&H Council inspected the strip of land on the southern
boundary of the Estate taken for road widening and, after consultation, concluded that
the Council would not object to the area being transferred back to the Kemp Town
Enclosures for a nominal sum, but this was dependant upon railings similar to those on
the Terraces being put in place as well as other legal obligations stemming from the
1951 purchase being renegotiated.

From 2005 onwards the problem of the Railings has been of great concern to the
Committee. Painting the railings to Arundel and Chichester Terrace was authorised
and completed but there still remained the central and north gardens to be solved. A
surveyor’s report was sought. It was agreed that just thick hedges/foliage was not
acceptable for the security of the gardens, indeed in the 1980s a large proportion of the
hedge had died. Funding could be made available from the proceeds of sale of cottage
monies to be used on railings and that maintenance provision of, say; £6,000 should be
set aside each year. The committee expressed the view that whilst maintaining garden
railings is the priority, to reclaim the land taken by the Council and see this area with
railings matching those of Chichester and Arundel Terraces would be very attractive
and beneficial.

By the autumn of 2007 considerable progress has been made; the cast iron railing
fronting both Chichester and Arundel Terraces had been painted; along with the
galvanised railings on the west side of the South garden and the northern half of the
mild steel railings of the North Garden. More importantly, all the rusty corroded mild
steel railings on the eastern side of the South garden were replaced with new
galvanised railings which have been painted black, together with new gates and pillars.
All this was made possible because of the capital provided from the sale of the cottages.

It is hoped that 2008 / 2009 will see progress made on Stage 3: the southern boundary,
bringing the plinth and railings in line with Arundel and Chichester Terraces as
originally designed and provided by Thomas R Kemp. The cost that has been quoted is
£40,000 for the raised plinth constructed from flint, brick and Portland stone; topped by
cast iron railings at £120,000, excluding VAT. Again, as in 1973, funds will have to be
found by KTE and an appeal launched, but this time we have about £100,000
remaining from the sale of the cottages to give us a solid start to this endeavour.

The Chairman and Directors the Board of Kemp Town Enclosures Ltd are voluntary
positions; no names have been given in this short history but it is through the dedicated
hard work of various past Chairmen and Directors that so much has been achieved in
obtaining whatever funds or permissions that have been necessary for the safekeeping
of our private Gardens.

OTheHistory of the Kemp Town Gardens, BrightonO by Antony Dale (from which extracts
and information have beentaken) may be purchased from Jonathan Rolls, 244 Eastern
Road for £2.50. (No longer 2/6)



